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THE BOWERY WARS - PART II


SCENE 1

(Instrumental music.  Late night.  The streets of the Lower East Side.)

NARRATOR / Juliet

When you live on a battlefield, you learn how to fight.  

MERCUTIO

(Whispering, calling, looking over her shoulder)  Romeo!  Romeo!  (exits)

ROSALIND

(ROSALIND and BENVOLIO enter)  I don’t need an escort.

BENVOLIO

Sullivan insisted.  (A pause.) I just work for him, Rosalind.  He is who he is.  

ROSALIND

He chooses to be who he is.  (They exit)

(Enter SULLIVAN (with PARIS, LITTLE TIM) and KELLY with KID DROPPER: Amenta)

SULLIVAN

Kelly!

KELLY

Sullivan?

SULLIVAN

What were you thinking - bringing that kid to the dance tonight?  

KELLY

He didn’t come with my men.  I thought your barkeeper...

SULLIVAN

Benvolio can’t watch over him night and day.    He’s your man.

KELLY

The day he killed that Eastman was the first day I ever heard of the kid.

SULLIVAN

Then you can congratulate yourself, Kelly.  So many Five Pointers workin’ for your interests, you don’t even know ‘em all.  Tonight we declared truce between your gang and the Eastmans.  That truce has my name on it and I won’t have it broken for this kid Romeo.  

KELLY

Tell it to Eastman, Senator.

SULLIVAN

Right now, I’m telling you.  Keep the peace or you’ll won’t do business in my district.  (All exit)

(Enter EASTMAN, TYBALT, MARGARET, plus two Eastmans:  Ransom, Mae)

TYBALT

Let go!

EASTMAN

Margaret.  Fix her up.  She’s going to stay with us a while.

TYBALT

I ain’t staying.

EASTMAN

You do as I say.  Where you got to go?  You’re on the streets now, ain’t you?  

TYBALT

I ain’t staying.  I ain’t!

EASTMAN

Tybalt, you been crazy since Abie got killed.  

TYBALT

That Romeo..

EASTMAN

You’re in my business, you got my boys worked up, and I’m sick of it.  So here’s somethin’ to remember. (Slaps her)  You ain’t Monk Eastman.  I am.  (To Margaret)  What happened to the girl?

MARGARET

Juliet’s at home.  Paris took her home.

EASTMAN

And?

MARGARET

He still wants to marry her.

EASTMAN

He better.  (All exit)  

MERCUTIO

(Entering, under her breath) Romeo!  Romeo, you fool, where the hell are you?!  (Exits.)

SONG: LIFE

Where is the joy in peace

Where is the rush, the chill, the hunger

the knife that twists so sweetly in the wound

Revel boys in each painful breath

Peace is for the dead

Life is all

Bloody bloody life

(Enter ROSALIND and BENVOLIO)

ROSALIND

Why was Romeo at the dance tonight?  The whole Eastman gang was there.  Why would he go?

BENVOLIO

He was looking for you.

ROSALIND

I never encouraged him.  

BENVOLIO

He’s a boy.  

ROSALIND

He’s a man.  

BENVOLIO

Men give up impossible dreams.  

ROSALIND

Couldn’t you have kept him away?  (BENVOLIO doesn’t answer.)  What’s going to happen to him?

BENVOLIO

Romeo showing his face at the dance .. it hit the Eastmans hard.   

ROSALIND

The truce?

BENVOLIO

Monk wants to please Sullivan.  He wants to please Tammany.  He knows if he breaks truce and it costs Tammany the election, Sullivan will see he feels it.  But Monk can hardly hold his boys back.  Romeo killed an Eastman and Eastmans are hungry for justice.    

ROSALIND

Get Romeo out of the city.  Benvolio, get him out of the city.

BENVOLIO

He won’t go.

ROSALIND

Why not?  There’s nothing for him here.

BENVOLIO

You’re here.

ROSALIND

(After a pause) Tell him to come see me.  

BENVOLIO

Rosalind.  You could stay out of this.

ROSALIND

I’ve changed my mind.  (He turns to go.) You’re a good man, Benvolio.  

BENVOLIO

A good man... but Sullivan’s man.  I know, Rosalind.  I know all about it. (Exits. ROSALIND exits.)

(Change scene to JULIET, nearby ROMEO.  Italics indicate the line is sung.)

JULIET
Romeo.  Name of the enemy.  Oh, Romeo.  
Give up your name and in exchange take all of me.

ROMEO

Call me love and I’ll no longer be the man I was.

JULIET
Who’s there?
ROMEO
I hardly know.  My name is hateful to me now.
JULIET
Romeo.
ROMEO
Not if you dislike it.
JULIET
If they see you, they will murder you.
ROMEO
You’re more dangerous than twenty of their knives.
JULIET
I would not for the world they found you.  

How did you find this place?
ROMEO
Love guided me.
JULIET
Do you love me?  I know that you’ll say 'yes, and I’ll believe you, yet...
ROMEO
Juliet, 
by the moon I swear..
JULIET
Oh, don’t swear by the moon, the inconstant moon.
ROMEO
By what then?
JULIET
Don’t swear at all - or, if you must, then swear by your own gracious self.
ROMEO
On my soul, dear love..
JULIET
Oh, do not swear.  
Though I joy in you, I’ve no joy in this.  
Too rash, too sudden, 
too like the lightning that flashes and is gone 
before you can even say ‘it’s light’.  
Sweet, good night.
ROMEO
Will you leave me so unsatisfied?
JULIET
What satisfaction can there be?
ROMEO
An exchange  -  your love’s vow for mine.
JULIET
I gave it long before you asked.  
And yet I wish I hadn’t.
ROMEO
You’d take it back?  Why?
JULIET
Only to give it you again.  
Oh, my bounty is as boundless as the sea, my love as deep; 
the more I give, the more I have, for both are infinite.
MARGARET
Juliet!
JULIET
Dear love, good night!  
A moment, Margaret!  
Romeo, stay a little.
  I will come again. (Exits)
ROMEO
O blessed, blessed night.  
I fear this is a dream
 too sweet to last the day.
JULIET
(Enters)  Three words and then good night indeed. 
If you mean well, your purpose marriage 
then find me tomorrow 

at the Settlement House 
and we’ll be wed.  
Then all that’s mine is yours, 
and where you go I’ll follow 
throughout the wide world.   
MARGARET
Juliet!
JULIET
If marriage wasn't your intent then please..
MARGARET
Juliet!
JULIET
A moment!  
Please, I beg you, leave me to myself and let me grieve.

ROMEO
Tomorrow I am yours.  

JULIET
Good night.  A thousand times, good night.  (Exits)
ROMEO
A thousand times the worse without your light.  
JULIET
(Entering) Romeo!  Ssst!  Romeo!  What time tomorrow?
ROMEO
At three.  I will not fail.
JULIET
It’s twenty years til then. (Pause) I’ve forgotten why I called you back.
ROMEO
I’ll stand here till you remember.
JULIET
I shall forget while you stay, remembering only how I love your company.
ROMEO
Then I’ll stay to keep you forgetting, myself forgetting any other home but this.
JULIET
It’s almost morning.  Oh, good night, good night.  Parting is such sweet sorrow - I'd stay and say goodnight ‘til it’s tomorrow.  (Exits)
---------------------------

SCENE 2:  MURPHY and SULLIVAN conversing, guarded by PARIS.

MURPHY

How long can you keep peace between the Eastmans and Five Pointers?

SULLIVAN

As long as we need.

MURPHY

‘Til election day.  

SULLIVAN

You decided on McClellan?

MURPHY

McClellan is clean.  And God knows Tammany needs someone clean after the scandals of the last election.  Senator McClellan is very clean.  Respected.  Has a war hero for a daddy.  McClellan will make a fine Mayor.

SULLIVAN

Clean ain’t everything.  

MURPHY

He understands business.  Tammany will do just fine under McClellan.

SULLIVAN

He won’t be enough on his own.  You got someone for Comptroller?

MURPHY

No.

SULLIVAN

 Well, you’re gonna need someone, Murphy.  Fusion’s got Grout.  He’s their Democrat poster boy.  You try and point out that Fusion’s basically Republican and any man on the street will tell you ‘Fusion’s got Grout and Grout’s a good Democrat.‘   

MURPHY

Grout’s ambitious.  He saw a chance and took it.  

SULLIVAN

It paid off.  Seth Low and the Fusion party are lucky.  Uptown, downtown, everybody loves Comptroller Grout.  People even talk about Grout for President one day.  You need someone like Grout to run with McClellan and I sure don’t know where you’re gonna find him.

MURPHY

That’s my worry.  Yours is this truce.  All this gun fighting, it’s bad.  The Lower East Side is Tammany’s stronghold and these gangs are makin’ us look weak.  People wonder if you’re still ‘King of the Bowery’!

SULLIVAN

Murphy, since I backed you for Tammany Boss there are times I wonder if I ain’t court jester.  

MURPHY

Tim.  You got the votes.  You got your men on the Executive Committee.  You got the power, Sullivan.  Just like always.  

SULLIVAN

It’s nice to be reassured.

MURPHY

(After a pause) All the same, Tim... if I’m gonna lead, there’s got to be change.

SULLIVAN

What kind of change?

MURPHY

No kind of change, Tim.  Just change.  

SULLIVAN

Sounds like a friendly warning.  Go back uptown, Murphy, and leave the Bowery to me.

----------

MARGARET

Tybalt?  You didn’t eat.  You want me to get you something?  You can be mad all you want but you still got to eat.

TYBALT

Why is that girl here?

MARGARET

Juliet?  She’s a cousin on my mother’s side.  Lost her family back in Russia.  I took her in.  Why you interested in her?

TYBALT

Reminds me of a little sister I once had.  You should get her away somewhere.  She’s too good for this world.

MARGARET

I’m working on it.  You want to eat something, Tybalt, and then get some rest.

TYBALT

Go away, Margaret.  You can’t do anything for me.  It’s too late for all that.  

SCENE 3

BARKER

Ladies and Gentlemen, I give you the fall of 1903.  

BARKER’S SONG

(sung by BARKER and chorus)

1903

when two thousand men are two drinks away from a war for the Bowery - 

The Bowery - 

oh, a man can get rich

in its back rooms, saloons, and brothels.

1903

when six hundred thousand are one vote away from a war for the city 

City Hall, 

oh, a man can get rich

in its back rooms, police houses, courts. 

1903

When men and women like those around you, 

like those before you, 

your family, your history, 

your nation, 

do battle for a stubborn hope - 

For

a union, 

a vote, 

a day off

 a day’s work, 

a hat with a feather, 

a dollar to spare, 

a place to sleep or

a place in heaven, 

a meal to eat, 

a drink to forget, 

..a person to love.  

Look around you.  

This is the site of a thousand wars, 

a place that will  scar generations to come.  

BARKER

The Lower East Side.  Look around you.  Two hundred fifty thousand bodies in each square mile.  More people per inch than the earth’s ever seen

The Lower East Side.  Rackety buildings, airless, dark, reeking despair.  Worst housing in all the civilized world.  

The Lower East Side.  Where they pray to live to an old age of fifty.  Pox and fever, tuberculosis.  Here in the sweatshops, the coughing don't stop.

The Lower East Side, ladies and gents, 

The Lower East Side

where death is plentiful

and poverty excuses no one...

Ladies and Gentlemen, ladies and gentlemen, 

you have found it.  

in the churning turbulence of a new world

This is the heart of the storm.  

----------------------------

KELLY AND FIVE POINTERS SCENE

KELLY

Report.

KID DROPPER (Amenta)

Since the raids stopped, we got a number of backroom games open.  Some stuss, some poker.  Takings are picking up.  

JOHNNY SPANISH (Juliet)

Dog fights turning a profit.

KELLY

Your houses?

GOLDIE CORA (Olivia)

Gentlemen feel safer now the papers aren’t full of gang wars.  Business is improving.  Just had the doctor check the girls over and got paid up with the police - so I ain’t expecting any new raids.

KELLY

Good.

Three Kelly men - EAT EM UP JACK (Lily L), LOUIE THE LUMP (Lily F) and RAZOR RILEY (Lila) enter with 2 Eastmans - RICHIE FITZPATRICK (Ransom) and KID TWIST (Mae).
EAT EM UP JACK (Lily L)

  Kelly!  Caught a couple of Eastmans on our side of the Bowery.

KID DROPPER (Amenta)

What?

LOUIE THE LUMP (Lily F)

Say they come for Romeo.

RICHIE FITZPATRICK/EASTMAN (Ransom)

Justice, Kelly.  A man for a man.

KID TWIST/EASTMAN (Mae)

What good is a kid like that to you?  Killer.  Hothead.  Give him over and Eastmans will respect truce.

KELLY

You broke truce comin’ into our territory.  Did Monk send you?  (They don’t answer.)  Just a couple of cocky hoodlums testing my patience?  Well, I don’t like being tested.  Escort ‘em back to the East Side.  

EAT EM UP JACK (Lily L) and LOUIE THE LUMP (Lily F) exit with RICHIE FITZPATRICK (Ransom) and KID TWIST (Mae)

RAZOR RILEY (Lila)

And teach ‘em a lesson?

KELLY

No.  Go on! (RAZOR RILEY exits)

JOHNNY SPANISH (Juliet)

Boss?

KELLY

Truce is good for business. 

KID DROPPER (Amenta)

Boss, where is Romeo?

KELLY

Don’t ask me!  Find him!

SCENE 4

SONG:  LOVE CALLED TO ME (TYBALT’S LAMENT)

love called to me

his sweet siren melody 

flew above a darkened sea

twisted 

past the rotting tenements

the slack ropes

the laundry hanging sodden in the air

with his fingers 

he untied the knots,

the wet and dirty apron strings

that bound me

he found me

love called to me

i followed 

and he will be my death

no other heart will open to me now

the gates are closed behind me

no other heart will open to me now

love called to me

a sweet enchantment, melody,

a charm, a charm he sang my name

love sang my name 

as if I had been chosen from a lost forgotten people

oh, I was found

love called to me

I followed

and he will be my death

-------------------------------

(MARGARET looks in at TYBALT who is in the bedroom, stony, silent.  Comes back to JULIET; they are washing clothes.)

MARGARET

She don’t sleep. 

JULIET

What’s wrong with her?

MARGARET

Her man got killed.

JULIET

How?

MARGARET

Five Pointer knifed him.  She can’t get past it.  It’s gonna be the death of her.

JULIET

Margaret?

MARGARET

Some people survive their troubles.  Some don’t.  Tybalt’s keeping every thought out of her mind but one.  Revenge.  She’s made that revenge thought so big and loud she can’t hear or think nothing else.  But I seen that before and it makes me sad.  

JULIET

What?

MARGARET

She can’t stand to feel.  Tybalt’s just as desperate to kill her own heart as she is to kill that Romeo.  The one as murdered her Abie.  Ain’t you heard about him? Well, she got my sympathy.  What’s she gonna live for?  How she gonna pay her rent?  You think she’s gonna do ten hours a day in a factory job?  You think she’s gonna find another man to keep her?  No... in six months, she’s still alive, she’ll be working the streets.  Abie wasn’t much but he was loyal to Tybalt.  More than she ever expected, I guess.  But he was always picking fights..til the day it caught up with him.  Abie wasn’t much but he was all for Tybalt.  Now she’s keeping herself alive to kill Romeo but I don’t know what’s gonna keep her alive after that.   I’m sorry, love.  Keep forgetting what a tender heart you have.  Don’t you worry about her.  Tybalt’s got her own life to lead.  Her own choices to make.  Jules, someone gonna let love kill them, you just steer clear -- that person’s got nothin’ to lose now, so you stay outta the way if you don’t want to go down with ‘em.  

SCENE 5

SONG:  HOW I LOVE THE BOWERY

What a struggle we got

Man to man, fight for what?

for a little chump change

for a drink, for a dame

Oh, how I love the Bowery

What a place for a gal

what a healthy locale 

she can’t vote, she can’t win

every pleasure’s a sin

Oh, how I love the Bowery

The Bowery’s a heaven on earth

for folk who don’t care ‘bout the dirt

Politicians and crooks

All our girls, boys and schnooks

Meet life undismayed 

‘cause there’s swag to be made

Oh, how I love the Bowery

..........................

(extras:  Juliet, India, Josh, Barry, Steven)

FLORRIE (TORI) and FOLEY (MAE)

Vote Tammany!  Vote McClellan!

LITTLE TIM

Seth Low don’t think about people like you and me.  He don’t know the realities that we know. 

BYSTANDER 1 (AMENTA)

If he did, he’d let me have a drink on Sunday!

LITTLE TIM

Exactly.  Now Tammany..

BYSTANDER 2 (RANSOM)

Tammany men are one of the boys!

LITTLE TIM

You said it!  Who’s got a ton of coal for charity when the freezing winter comes?  Who’s  got a pair of free shoes or a hot Christmas dinner for a man in need?  Who’ll set you up in a job?  Show up with bail?  
BYSTANDER 3 (SAIGE)

Tim Sullivan is who.

LITTLE TIM

And Tim Sullivan is Tammany.  
BYSTANDER 4 (LILY LU)

Tim Sullivan’s a crook.  

FOLEY (MAE)

Who’s talkin?

BYSTANDER 4 (LILY LU)

Tim Sullivan’s got rich on protecting gambling racquets, on graft and greed, on taking a piece out of every pie.

FLORRIE (TORI)

Tim Sullivan is one of us.  Anyone talks bad on him’s just jealous of his success.

LITTLE TIM

That’s truth.  Tim Sullivan and Tammany is you.  They understands you.  They knows you.  A man like Mayor Seth Low’s too educated to know anything!  (Crowd laughs)

BYSTANDER 5 (LILA)

You’re a riot, you are.

ROSALIND

Tammany will never bring change.

LITTLE TIM

Miss?

ROSALIND

They’ll buy you a drink, send you a wedding gift, but why sell your vote for such small stuff?  Tammany fills its pockets with public money anytime we give them the chance?  What are a couple of drinks and a christening spoon to money like that?  Tammany gets you cheap.  So cheap.  Two years back, you drove Tammany out!  And now - ‘cause you can’t have a drink on a Sunday -- you’d bring the villains back?  Look around you!  Don’t you want change?  
LITTLE TIM

You’re a reformer, Miss.  You can’t help but think the way you do.  And you’re young.  You got big ideas - a world to make over.  Now, us here -- we may look young...

BYSTANDER 3 (SAIGE)

I know I do!

LITTLE TIM

But we know our days are numbered.  People like you - you live for the future.  And god bless.  Me - I don’t even like to look tomorrow in the eye.   Today’s enough to wrestle with.  So maybe it’s true.  Maybe we got a weakness for a friendly face, a helping hand, a smile and a nod and a how do you do.  But after twelve hours of labor and a meal that leaves you hungry, I’ll take the wink and slap on the back from a Tammany pal that knows my troubles and leave a world full of well-intentioned dreams to folk like you.

SCENE 6

MERCUTIO

Pull your hat on lower.  This is stupid.  Stupid.  I’ll go.

ROMEO

No.  

MERCUTIO

Rosalind isn’t worth it.  

ROMEO

It’s not about Rosalind.

MERCUTIO

Not about Rosalind?  Two days ago you told me you loved her.  Last night you almost got yourself killed going to that dance to see her.   Today you’re heading out, like a besotted fool, in daylight, to go to the Settlement House where she works.  Not about Rosalind?

ROMEO

Things have changed, Mercutio.

MERCUTIO

Nothing has changed because you’re too stubborn to change and too pigheaded to listen to reason.  All right.  If you won’t let me go for you, at least let me go with you.

ROMEO

No, Mercutio.  No.  

MERCUTIO

I hate love.

--------------------------------

(all girls)

SISTERS

Sisters

Sisters

The world is broken, ill, diseased

Reform

Faith is shattered, fevers breed

Reform

Salvation will not come from man

We cannot wait. Take command

Sisters

Sisters

Reform

Sisters

Sisters

The world is broken, ill, diseased

Reform

Sisters, now, step up and lead

Reform

Salvation will not come from man

Backbone, sisters.  Take your stand

Sisters

Sisters

Reform

........................

BENVOLIO

You let him go out?  In daylight?  Alone?

MERCUTIO

Are we his jailers now?

BENVOLIO

All Sullivan needs - all any of us need is a bloody street murder during shopping hours?
MERCUTIO

You’re like a melodrama.  Romeo’s safer out now than sneaking around at night.

BENVOLIO

Oh, yeah?  And I thought you cared about him. 

----------------

(ROSALIND and JULIET, HELEN plus two other young nurses (extras:  Lily Lu, Lila) are at the Settlement House.  They have returned from a nursing tour to nearby settlements.)

HELEN (LILY F)

I’ll go sterilize the needles and get things ready for tomorrow, then.  
ROSALIND

Good.  (HELEN and young nurses exit.)  Juliet, wait.  This is too much for you.

JULIET

No. 

ROSALIND

Nursing takes strength.  Each time you go out, you put yourself at risk.  And it’s not a pretty sight.  

JULIET

I’ve seen worse.  I’m just a little tired.  

ROSALIND

(ROMEO arrives)  Anyone could have seen you!  What... Juliet?

ROMEO

She can stay.

ROSALIND

But..

ROMEO

She can stay.  Let her stay. 

ROSALIND

You must leave town.

ROMEO

No.

ROSALIND

It’s too dangerous.

ROMEO

I’m staying. 

ROSALIND

Why?  Why?

ROMEO

My life is here.  All that makes my life worth living is here.  

ROSALIND 

I can’t be who you want me to be.  Leave the city.  Eastman’s men are hunting for you now.  

ROMEO

I know.  

ROSALIND

Then get away.  Please.  Think about what I’m saying.

ROMEO

I’ve always thought about what you say, Rosalind.  And I thank you for your kindness - but I am no longer your responsibility.  You want to help - but for some things there is no help.  Some things are just fate.  (He exits.  After a moment, JULIET exits in his direction)

ROSALIND

Juliet?  Juliet?

----------------------------

SCENE 7

NEWSIES: Saige, Amenta

Tammany endorses Grout for Comptroller!  

REPORTER 1: Olivia
In a surprise move, Tammany Boss ‘Silent Charlie’ Murphy has publicly endorsed Mr. Grout of the Fusion Party as Comptroller!

MURPHY

He’s a Democrat and we’re Democrats.  We don’t have a better candidate to put forward - so Tammany’s endorsing Grout.

REPORTERS 1, 2, 3: Olivia, Ransom, Juliet
Mr. Grout.  Mr. Grout!

GROUT: Tory

I’m pleased to have Tammany’s endorsement, gentlemen, and I assure you that there are no strings attached.  None at all.

REPORTER 2: Ransom
So, Mr. Grout, does this mean you are running mate for both Seth Low and Senator McClellan?  You’re running on both tickets?

GROUT

I suppose you could put it that way but really, it’s simply an endorsement....

REPORTER 3: Juliet

Won’t it confuse people about whether you’re for Fusion or for Tammany?

REPORTER 1: Olivia
Will you campaign for both sides?

GROUT

Of course not.  I’ll campaign with Mayor Low and the Fusion Party just like the last election.  It’s just an endorsement I’m telling you, and as there are no strings attached, I see no harm whatsoever in accepting it.

-----------------------------

HELEN

Rosalind?  Sullivan’s nephew Paris is here.  He asked for you.

ROSALIND

I don’t want to see him.  I don’t want anything to do with the Sullivan clan.

PARIS

(entering)  Rosalind.  (HELEN exits) Look, Rosalind.  I know you’re sore at Sullivan.   

ROSALIND

Don’t tell me how I feel.  

PARIS

I’m not here for my uncle, Rosalind.  I came for Juliet.  
ROSALIND

She’s gone.  She left.

PARIS

She knew I was coming to meet her.

ROSALIND

She left.  Paris.  She may have followed Romeo.

PARIS

What?

ROSALIND

He was here.  (PARIS starts to leave, hurried.)  I don’t know.  I don’t know if she did.

----------------------------

BENVOLIO

I don’t know where he is.  Unless you want me to lock him up, I got no control over him.  When Rosalind was working with him, he was quieter.   

SULLIVAN

She was good for him.

BENVOLIO

She was good for you.  Too bad you weren’t the same for her.  

SULLIVAN

Don’t lecture me, Benvolio.  What is the kid likely to do?

BENVOLIO

If he listens to Rosalind, he’ll leave town. But I don’t know.  When I saw him this morning, he seemed ... He seemed happy.  

SULLIVAN

Happy?  
BENVOLIO

I know.  As close to death as he is ... maybe he just don’t care anymore.  

-------------

MARGARET

With Romeo?

PARIS

That’s what she said.

MARGARET

I don’t believe it.  She’s doesn’t know Romeo.  How could she?  She wouldn’t run someone she knows is a killer.  Girl’s not crazy.  Rosalind’s got it wrong.  

PARIS

Then where do you think she is?

MARGARET

Probably just took the long way coming home.  She’s a good girl, Paris.  She’s worth your patience.

PARIS

I don’t blame her.  She’s still just getting to know me.  I don’t expect her to fall in love with me all of a sudden, you know.  I’m just a little worried. 

MARGARET

I’ll talk to her when she gets home.

PARIS

When I think she’s only been in this city a couple of months..

MARGARET

She’s learned a lot since she came here.   If she’s not home in another hour, we’ll go find her.  

SCENE 8

(Overlaps confrontation between two gangs with ROMEO/JULIET’s marriage.  Lines in italics are sung.)

KID DROPPER/FIVE POINTER (AMENTA)

Hey!  Outta our turf, you bowzers!

EASTMAN (NICK)

It’s only your turf if you can hold it.

FIVE POINTER (ALMA)

We can hold it, all right.

ROMEO / JULIET

From this day forward

CHICK TRICKER/EASTMAN (SAIGE)

Give us Abie’s murderer and we’ll be gone.

EAT EM UP JACK /FIVE POINTER (LILY LU)

You don’t call the shots here.

ROMEO / JULIET

Entreat me not to leave you, 

KID TWIST / EASTMAN (MAE)

You know, Kelly’s gone soft.  He didn’t lay a hand on our boys last time they paid you a visit.  

KID DROPPER / FIVE POINTER (AMENTA)

Kelly’s respectin’ truce.  You respect nothin.

ROMEO/JULIET

For where you go I will go and where you stay I will stay

IDA THE GOOSE / EASTMAN (TORI)

Truce!  Kelly’s hidin’ behind truce cause he knows Monk will take him down, all right.

ROMEO / JULIET

Your people will be my people and your God will be my god

RAZOR RILEY / FIVE POINTER (LILA)

You’re one to talk.  Monk’s tryin’ to shut up Abie’s girl cause he’s afraid of breaking truce.  He’s afraid of takin’ on Kelly.  He knows Kelly’s the better man.

GOLDIE CORA/EASTMAN (OLIVIA)

Take another step and you’re for it.

ROMEO/JULIET

And where you die I will die and there I will be buried.

KID TWIST / EASTMAN (MAE)

Today’s not the day.  But we’ll be back.  Oh, you know we’ll be back.

ROMEO/JULIET

And where you die I will die and there I will be buried.

--------------

(MARGARET shows up to EASTMAN headquarters.)

MARGARET

It’s Tybalt.  She slipped out somehow.  I don’t know how.

EASTMAN

She’s gone to start trouble.   (To gang members) Find Tybalt and get her back here.  And send word to Sullivan,  His truce is hangin’ by a thread.  Wait for me.

MARGARET

Don’t hurt her, Monk.  She can’t think.

EASTMAN

She’ll get whatever’s comin’ to her. (Exits)

SCENE 9

MERCUTIO

I’m glad to see you with your skin still on.  
ROMEO
Come with me and let’s have a drink.

MERCUTIO

Go out again?

ROMEO

Nothing can touch me today, Mercutio.  Nothing can touch me today.

MERCUTIO

Ha!  You know, I almost believe you.

ROMEO

Come on.  Come on, Mercutio.  You’ve been my friend when I had no friends - I want to celebrate with you today.

MERCUTIO

Celebrate what?

ROMEO

Come on!

full company dance

JACK OF DIAMONDS 

Jack of diamonds, jack of diamonds

I know you of old

You've robbed my poor pockets

Of silver and gold

Gonna eat when I'm hungry

Gonna drink when I'm dry

Get to feelin much better

Gonna sprout wings and fly

Gonna take down my fiddle

Gonna rosin up the bow

Gonna make myself welcome

Wherever I go

Jack of diamonds, jack of diamonds

I know you of old

You've robbed my poor pockets

Of silver and gold

Gonna drink, gonna gamble

All my money is my own

Them that don't like me

Can leave me alone

Gonna beat on the counter

Gonna make the glass ring

More brandy, more brandy

More brandy to bring

If the ocean was whiskey

And I was a duck

I'd dive to the bottom

And never come up

But the ocean ain't whiskey

And I ain't no duck

So I’ll play Jack of Diamonds

and trust to my luck

(During the following fight sequence, the full company gradually enters the playing space, standing at a distance, sometimes dancing, sometimes singing.  TYBALT enters, confronts ROMEO, knife in hand.)

TYBALT

Found you, murderer.  

(TYBALT lunges for ROMEO, Mercutio steps in)

MERCUTIO

 Hell!

TYBALT

Do you know what you took from me, villain?  Everything!  Everything!

MERCUTIO

It was an accident.  You know it was an accident.  

ROMEO

I don’t want to fight you, Tybalt.  

TYBALT

I’m going to kill you whether you fight me or not.  

(TYBALT goes after ROMEO, who dodges.  The one way fight continues, Mercutio trying to find a way to stop it.  TYBALT is beginning to show signs of tiredness)

CHORUS

Where is the joy in peace?

MERCUTIO

You can’t win, Tybalt.  You’re not a knife fighter.  Romeo’s stronger than you.  You can’t win.

TYBALT

What does that matter? 

(TYBALT goes after ROMEO, he dodges several times.   Finally, she ends up near him in a good position to hurt him badly)  

CHORUS

The knife that twists so sweetly in the wound.

TYBALT

(Close to ROMEO)  Do you know what it is to love?  

ROMEO

I do.

TYBALT

Then you understand everything about me.  

(TYBALT dives in to knife ROMEO but as he twists try and get away, MERCUTIO intervenes, surprizingly they both get hold of TYBALT and render her helpless.  Although she’s still holding the knife, TYBALT begins to weep.)

CHORUS

Revel, boys, in each painful breath.

ROMEO

I am sorry for you.  Really I am.  If I could bring Abie back, I would.  

(As though stung by Abie’s name, TYBALT suddenly twists in their hold, gets loose, launches at ROMEO but MERCUTIO gets in between.  TYBALT knifes MERCUTIO.  MERCUTIO falls to her knees.  Now TYBALT drops the knife and weeping, collapses)

CHORUS

Peace is for the dead.

ROMEO

Mercutio.

MERCUTIO

(Breathing heavily)  It’s nothing.  A scratch.  Curses on you both.  Curses on you both.  Let me lie down.

ROMEO

Mercutio.  (BENVOLIO enters)  Let me get help.  Benvolio!

BENVOLIO

(rushing up, examining MERCUTIO)  It’s bad.  Press.  Try to stop the blood.

MERCUTIO

Ah, Romeo.  I knew you’d be the death of me. (Coughs)  Oh, love.  A curse upon your handsome head.

ROMEO

Mercutio.  (MERCUTIO dies.)

BENVOLIO

She’s dead.  She’s dead, Romeo.

TYBALT

(Suddenly vicious)  The whore’s dead? Good!

ROMEO

(Grabbing TYBALT in a sudden fury)  Who are you to call her that?  

(ROMEO flings TYBALT against a wall, where she collapses, stands over her, shouting) Who are you to call anyone whore?  Who are you?

BENVOLIO

(Pulling him away)  Romeo!  Romeo, stop!  

(The shouting has drawn attention.  People are heading their way)  

Romeo.  You’ve got to get out of here.   Now.

CHORUS

Life is all 

Bloody bloody life

BENVOLIO

Now!  Hide.  Go, I’m telling you and hide.  

(ROMEO hesitates.)  

KID DROPPER/FIVE POINTER (Amenta)

Broken!  Truce is broken!!

BENVOLIO

Romeo!  Run!  

(ROMEO runs off as people begin running towards TYBALT and MERCUTIO)
END OF ACT 1
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